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A “Wild Night for Wildlife” 

The third annual Wild Night for Wildlife was 
held on Wednesday, September 30th at Club 
Diesel Lounge on the South Side. This 
successful and exciting event was emceed by 
Dave Crawely, of KDKA-TV. Co-Chairs Joe 

Burgunder 
and David 
Hadley were 
assisted by 
the dedicated 
efforts of the 
planning 
committee 
and Wildlife 
Center 
volunteers.  

Guests were 
treated to the exotic and savory tastes of 
appetizers from Nakama Japanese 
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar. A large selection of 
art pieces, most created by the animals of the 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, were available 
for guests to browse and purchase. The silent 
auction was filled with amazing items, including 
tickets to various professional sporting events, 
handmade pottery, jewelry and art. 

The night was 
highlighted by a visit 
from some of the 
Center’s educational 
animals. A Redtailed 
Hawk, a skunk, an 
opossum, a trio of 
owls, and Bob white 
quail strutted their 
stuff on the red 
carpet, educating and 
entertaining 
attendees. 

Special thanks to our many sponsors, 
who made this night a great success 

for the wild animals in need! 

 
Class Sponsors 

BNY Mellon 
Beatrice Kidwell, In Honor of Todd 

Biedermann 
Virginia Nicklas 

 
Family Sponsors 

Beverlynn and Steven Elliott 
Tom and Gail Litwiler 

Maniac Magazine 
TRANE 

“Thank you to Volunteers & Staff!” 
from Anonymous 

 
Genus Sponsors 

A Better Choice Auto Insurance 
DB Hadley & Associates 
Laurel Awning Company 

Meyer, Unkovic & Scott, LLP 
Northview Animal Hospital 

Zerrer’s Antiques 
 

Species Sponsors 

Dr. Mark Antonucci 
Robin Bernstein 

Critter Control of Pittsburgh 
Renaissance 3 Architects 

Martin Smrek  
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Special Thanks: 
 

Absolute Ballroom 

Advisory Board 

Board of Directors 

Cindy Shaffer 

Dave Crawley 

Devon Toy 

Diesel Club Lounge 

DJ Petey C 

Event Planning Committee 

Event Sponsors 

John Zerrer 

Louis Anthony Jewelers 

Nakama Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi Bar 

PrintSmartz 

Silent Auction Donors 

Wildlife Center & ARL Staff 

University of Pittsburgh 

Wildlife Center & ARL Volunteers 

 

 

 
 
 
 

2009 Event Planning 
Committee 

Joseph & Lee Ann Burgunder,  
Event Chairs                                            

 David Hadley & Josette Aramini,  
Event Chairs 

 
Nicole Beatty 
Galen Grimes 

Joanne Grimes 
Barry Lavery 

Arlene Longstreth 
Carey Miklos 
Scott Stewart 
John Zerrer 
Marla Zerrer 

 

Thank you for your hard work! 
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About the Wildlife 
Rehabilitation 

Center 
The Animal Rescue 

League Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center 

was opened in 1997 to 
serve the needs of 

native wildlife. We are 
a non-profit clinic for 

wildlife and exist solely 
on donations, grants 

and the help of our 
dedicated volunteers. 

Our goal is to 
rehabilitate and release 

each patient back into 
the wild. Thousands of 

patients have been 
successfully treated 
since our opening.   

  
More than 90% of 

wildlife patients are 
admitted due to 

conflicts with man. 
Animals are hit by cars, 

attacked by cats and 
dogs or picked up as 

presumed orphans. At 
62%, our release rate is 
well above the national 

average of 35%.  

  

 

GoodSearch  

 What if the WC earned a donation every 
time you searched the Internet? Or how about if a 
percentage of every purchase you made online 
went to support our cause? Well, now it can!  

GoodSearch.com is a Yahoo-powered search 
engine that donates half its advertising revenue, 
about a penny per search, to the charities its users 
designate. Use it just as you would any search 
engine, get quality search results from Yahoo, and 
watch the donations add up!  

GoodShop.com is an online shopping mall which 
donates up to 37 percent of each purchase to your 
favorite cause! Hundreds of great stores including 
Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy's and 
Barnes & Noble have teamed up with GoodShop 
and every time you place an order, you’ll be 
supporting your favorite cause.  

Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to 
enter the Animal Rescue League Wildlife Center as 
the charity you want to support. And, be sure to 
spread the word!  

 

 

Our Mission: 

To rehabilitate and release injured 
and orphaned wildlife; to provide 
educational programs to 
Pennsylvania residents in order to 
help foster an appreciation for 
conservation; and to promote a 
harmonious existence between 
humans and wildlife.  
 
The ARL Wildlife Center  is 
funded entirely by donations. If 
you share our commitment to the 
future of Pennsylvania's wildlife 
please support the Center. 



 

The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is an integral component of the Animal Rescue League of Western Pennsylvania 
 

SSuunnnnyy  GGaazzeettttee  OOffffiicciiaall  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  

  
 
 
 

2009 Harvest Fest  
October 17th was a cold and gray day, but the 
animals of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
shined at the fifth annual Harvest Fest. Despite 
a nasty forecast, our friends still found their 
way to the Center to take part in all the fall 
festivities. The hayride was a popular stop, 
educating everyone about hibernation and PA's 
native animals. Wonderful hot food and baked 
goods kept all attendees warm and satisfied. 
Tammy Frech, Education Director, led two free 
programs, "Tucked in for Winter" and  
"Animals of the Night". Crafts, Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center merchandise and  

wonderful 
auctions 
gave 
people 
plenty to 
browse 
and bid 
on. The 
day was 
capped 
off with 
live 

entertainment. Jack Knight, Phil Strasser and 
The Spring Hillbillies pleased everyone with 
their talents. Donations made will help the 
Center continue to offer professional care on a 
shoestring budget. Thank you to everyone that 
spent the afternoon with us! 
 

Special Thanks To: 

 
Arbuckle's Coffee 

Borders Books and Music, Monroeville 

Chelsea Grille 

Cotter's Country Cottage 

Cox Jewelers 

Donut Shack 

Elmer's Aquarium and Pet Center 

Giant Eagle 

Home Depot, North Hills 

 
 
 
Kuhn's Market 
 
Mae's Hallmark 

Mary's Nails 

Moio's Bakery 

Mystery Lover's Books 

Penn Hills Lawn and Garden Center 

Petco, Monroeville 

Starbucks 

Verona Village Inn 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

East Suburban YMCA 

Lynda Sadecky 

Barb Shultz 

Dave Smith Chevrolet 

Pretty Pet Grooming 

Pittsburgh Spay and Vaccination Clinic 

McDermott Auto Services 

Quality Landscaping 

Mike's Auto Body 

GFC, Inc. 

All About Cats 

Dr. Lawrence Zelonis 

Nick's Auto Repair 

 

Remax - Jason Rakers, Realtor 
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Migration: Rehabilitated Birds on the Move! 

 Migration time is an important time 
for all birds, those living free and those 
about to be released from the Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center! The staff of the 
wildlife center understands how important 
it is to be aware of migration schedules of 
its patients. Below are a few stories of how 
we help birds along their fall journey.  

 
Purple Martin  

With 
summer 
coming to 
a close, 
the staff 
routinely 
cares for 
the last of 
Mother 
Nature’s 
babies. 

Recently, a caring woman came by the Center to 
drop off a Purple Martin in need of care. The Purple 
Martin is the largest of the North American 
swallows. It is a popular tenant of backyard 
birdhouses. The males of the species sport shiny 
blue-black feathers all over, while the females are 
bluish-black on back, with a gray-brown chest. 
Females may also have a gray collar on the back of 
their necks. 

The bird could not fly more than a few feet and was 
begging for food.  The bird was examined, found to 
have no injuries and was put onto a regular feeding 
schedule – 50-75 insects per hour! As the days 
past, the Martin grew stronger and began to fly. 
Martins live on a diet of flying insects, catching 
them “on the wing”, so the ability to fly is imperative 
to survival. Despite all of this success, the staff kept 
a close eye on the calendar. Would this bird be 
strong enough to make it through its migration to 
South America? Where would we be able to 
release it?  

Advice from a local naturalist led the staff to the 
Purple Martin Society. The group put us in 
immediate contact with local members. Once the 
bird reached its target weight and was a proven 
flier, it was picked up and transported to the  

 
 
 
 
 
Pymatuning area. This area is known for its 
population of Purple Martins. It was very important 
to release the bird with other Martins, swifts or 
swallows, as their migration patterns are similar.  
The bird had a soft release, it was provided 
additional food and shelter if it wanted it, into an 
area where the last of this season’s Martins could 
be found.   

Cedar Waxwing  

Cedar Waxwings can often be seen in flocks near 
fruit trees or catching insects near rivers and lakes. 
Their name comes from the waxy red secretions 
found on their wingtips. Although the exact reason 
for these colorful wingtips is not known, it is 
believed they are used to help the birds help find 
mates of similar age. Cedar Waxwings are also 
identified by the colorful band at the bottom of their 
tails. Some birds display orange terminal bands, 
while others have yellow. Birds with orange tail tips 
have been seen since the 1960s. The orange color 
is the result of eating the berries of a non-native 
species of honeysuckle.  

A handful of Cedar Waxwings are raised and 
released at the Center each summer. Many 
mulberry trees grow on the property, and releasing 
a cedar waxwing is usually an easy task. One 
particular case was different. A Cedar Waxwing 
was recently admitted, treated and ready to be 
released. However, the flocks of waxwings had 
already moved on. Waxwings begin to gather in 
large flocks for migration in mid-August and will 
migrate through October. Birds that travel in flocks 
must be released into flocks to ensure a successful 
release. The staff again looked to local bird 
watchers to point us in the right direction. 

We were informed about flocks that had been seen 
in Moraine State Park, or Laurel Hill State Park. 
Plans were made for a staff member to travel to 
Laurel Hill State Park over the Labor Day Holiday 
weekend. The bird sat quietly in the carries 
throughout the car trip. A flock was quickly located 
upon arrival, made easy by their distinctive calls. 
The waxwing was released from the carrier and 
flew straight toward the other birds, joining the flock 
it required to migrate safely. 



 

The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is an integral component of the Animal Rescue League of Western Pennsylvania 
 

SSuunnnnyy  GGaazzeettttee  OOffffiicciiaall  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  

  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Amazing Migration Facts 

- The majority of birds migrate at 
night, beginning at dark and flying 
until dawn. 

- Birds that migrate under the cloak of 
darkness cover more distance before 
midnight, than after midnight. 

- Some birds do migrate during the 
day. This group includes hawks, 
swallows and swifts. 

- Birds will not fly at their maximum 
speed. This helps them to conserve 
energy for a long journey. 

- Some of our common backyard birds 
travel great distances. The Scarlet 
Tanager travels to Peru. South 
America is the winter home to Purple 
Martins, Barn Swallows, and 
Nighthawks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Bird Activity Calendar 

September-October: 

- Nesting and baby season is over, 
visits to your feeder will increase. 
Seed and suet eaters such as, 
sparrows, cardinals and 
woodpeckers will be frequent 
visitors, and insect-eaters like 
warblers might be seen during stop-
overs through migration. Provide 
grains and suet this time of year.  
 
November-December: 
 

- Flickers may linger at your feeder. 
When snow is on the ground, 
sprinkle seed under the shrubbery 
and make sure the feeders are 
cleaned. Make brush piles with used 
Christmas trees and natural 
wreathes to provide excellent shelter 
during the winter. Try decorating the 
bare trees with pinecones rolled in 
peanut butter and bird seed for 
natural holiday decorations! 

You are cordially invited to a fund rai sing event hosted by  
Penn Hills Lawn & Garden Center to benefit  the ARL Wildlife Center  

 
 

We have teamed up with Penn Hills Lawn & Garden to offer a special fund raiser.   
Come shop with us during the weekend of November 27 - 29 from 9am to 7pm Friday 

and Sat urday and 10am to 5pm on Sunday.  
 

15% of your pre - tax total will benefit the ARL Wildlife Center  

 
 

Come Help Us Make A Difference  

Must present coupon at time of purchase. No additional coupons accepted  
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Cub’s Corner 

Use big feet, small feet, parent hands, child 
hands, or any combination, and you have an 
adorable paper Hands and Feet Deer 
decoration. 

What you'll need: 

¶ Brown construction paper  
¶ Tan construction paper  
¶ White paper or wiggle eyes  
¶ Black or red construction paper or a black or 

red pom-pom  
¶ Glue or tape  
¶ Crayon or marker  

How to make it: 

1. Trace two hands 
on the tan 
construction paper. 
Trace one foot 
(with a shoe on) on the brown construction 
paper.  

2. Cut out the shapes, and arrange as 
illustrated - with the two hand shapes making 
the antlers on the deer, glue or tape into 
place.  

3. Turn the project over to the back and write 
the child's name and date.  

4. Draw and cut out eyes and a nose (or use 
wiggle eyes, and a pom-pom for the nose).  

5. Glue on the eyes and nose.  
6. You're done!  

Taken From: http://crafts.kaboose.com 

 

Fall Wish List  

 

*Volunteers 
*Monetary Gifts 
*Nuts in the Shell 
*Wild Bird Seed 
*Rabbit Food 
*Poultry Feed 
*Canned Fruits & Vegetables 
*Original Dawn Dish Soap 
*Unscented Laundry 
*Detergent 
*Bleach 
*Paper Towels 
*Toilet Paper 
*Garbage Bags 
*Latex Gloves 
*Kitty Litter  
*Reptile Light 
*Gift Cards (Giant Eagle, Home 
Depot, Lowes, PetSmart, 
PETCO, Pet Supplies Plus) 
 

All donations made to 
the Animal Rescue 
,ÅÁÇÕÅ ÏÆ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ 0!ȭÓ 
Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center are tax -
deductible and housing 
for the injured wild 
animals that are 
admitted.  

 

Contact Us: 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
6000 Verona Road 
Verona, PA 15147 
412-793-6900 
www.animalrescue.org 
Follow us on Twitter: arlwildlife 

http://crafts.kaboose.com/
http://www.animalrescue.org/
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A Tribute to Cleo 

It’s always 
hard when 
the Wildlife 
Center loses 
one of its 
education 
animals. We 
care for, 
admire and 
learn from 

them every day. We were all saddened when 
Cleo died unexpectedly in her sleep on 
September 16th. By our estimates, Cleo was at 
least 13 years old. Life expectancy in the wild 
is between 11 and 15 years. 

Cleo was a peregrine-prairie falcon hybrid who 
came to reside at the Wildlife Center from the 
National Aviary in 2003. Because she was a 
hybrid of two species, her eggs were not 
viable. As peregrine falcons are still an 
endangered species in our state, the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission had removed 
her from the wild years ago so that her mate 
could find another who could produce chicks. 

Even though she was not productive in the 
wild, Cleo served an important purpose at the 
Wildlife Center. As an education raptor, she 

helped us to teach hundreds of people not only 
about amazing peregrines, but also about 
endangered animals in general. We will all 
miss this wonderful education ambassador. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Anthrocon 2009  
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center was the 
lucky recipient of funds brought in through the 
2009 Anthrocon Charity Auction.  Volunteers 
and staff joined thousands of “furries” over the 
Fourth of July weekend to collect donation and 
showcase some of our resident wildlife 
animals.   
Through the generosity of the Anthrocon 
attendees, nearly $9,000 was donated to the  
Wildlife Center.  These funds are vital as a part 
of our mission.  We thank all of the convention 
attendees and wish to extend a special thank 
you to Anthrocon CEO, Dr. Samuel Conway 
aka Uncle Kage and Anthrocon’s Charity 
Director, Brian Harris aka Rigel. For m ore 
information about Anthrocon, visit 
www.anthrocon.org  

 

 

Remembering Furp  
 

During our time at Anthrocon, we learned about a beloved member of the Furry community named 
tŀǘǊƛŎƪ wŜŜŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άCǳǊǇέ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ 

accident earlier this year- devastating the many people who knew him.  Furp was in the midst of 
constructing a new fursuit when he passed away, and his family selflessly donated that material to this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ charity auction. tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻugh the material that will be used to assemble 

the outfit, and the money raised in his memory will continue to save the lives of many wild animals 
that come through our doors in need of care.   

 
With that said, we extend our deepest sympathies to Patrick Reedõs family and friends.  

Furp will never be forgotten.    
 

http://www.anthrocon.org/

